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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ED-
WARD J. MARKEY, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who transforms com-

mon days into transfiguring and re-
demptive moments, hallowed be Your 
Name. Make our lawmakers great 
enough for these momentous times as 
they seek to live worthy of Your great 
Name. Lord, cleanse the fountains of 
their hearts from all that defiles, so 
that they may be fit vessels to be used 
for Your glory. Let Your peace be with-
in them as Your spirit inspires them to 
glorify You in their thoughts, words, 
and actions. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 9, 2014. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable EDWARD J. MARKEY, a 
Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MARKEY thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2223 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told S. 
2223 is due for a second reading; is that 
right? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the title of 
the bill for a second time. 

The legislative clerk read the bill by 
title as follows: 

A bill, S. 2223, to provide for an increase in 
the Federal minimum wage and to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
increased expensing limitations and the 
treatment of certain real property as section 
179 property. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would ob-
ject to any further proceedings with re-
spect to this legislation at this time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will 
be placed on the calendar. 

f 

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 345, S. 2199, the 
Paycheck Fairness Act. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to S. 2199, a bill to 

amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 
to provide more effective remedies to vic-
tims of discrimination in the payment of 
wages on the basis of sex, and for other pur-
poses. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 

my remarks and those of Senator 

MCCONNELL, the time will be equally 
divided and controlled until 11 a.m., 
and at that time there will be a cloture 
vote on the motion to proceed with the 
legislation now before us. 

Additional votes are expected today 
on confirmation of nominations. Floor 
staff is working to come up with con-
venient times for everyone in that re-
gard and will notify Senators when we 
have those votes scheduled. 

Mr. President, today the Senate will 
vote on whether to end debate on the 
paycheck fairness legislation. This 
much needed legislation provides im-
portant protections for women. It ad-
dresses wage disparity, helping women 
negotiate for equal pay, and it empow-
ers workers to fight back against wage 
discrimination—women in particular. 

It is a good and important bill, and it 
helps American women in many dif-
ferent ways, but for reasons known 
only to them, Senate Republicans don’t 
appear to be interested in closing the 
wage gap for working women, such as 
my daughter and my grandchildren, 
the Presiding Officer’s wife and daugh-
ter, friends and neighbors. 

Four years ago the Republicans fili-
bustered this exact same legislation. 
Two years later the Republicans fili-
bustered this legislation. Now for a 
third time the Paycheck Fairness Act 
is before us and it appears it is going to 
be filibustered again. They have indi-
cated that they will likely not let us 
begin work on this important piece of 
legislation or this debate. 

If they are ideologically opposed to 
equal pay for equal work, they are free 
to vote against paycheck fairness, 
come down here and give speeches as to 
why it is such a bad idea, but we 
haven’t heard any. 

Today’s vote is simply to begin de-
bate on the bill. Are they so repulsed 
by equal pay for hard-working Amer-
ican women they again will not debate 
equal pay for equal work, but they will 
obstruct equal pay for equal work? 

The Republicans come to the floor 
and try to offer amendments that have 
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